Book reviews
Sherrington: His Life and Thought John C Eccles & William C Gibson pp 269 OM 34 Berlin: Springer 1979 Sir John Eccles, a distinguished pupil, and Bill Gibson who came to Oxford just too late to be a pupil, have written this work to emphasize Sherring ton's training and early work in Liverpool, which have been somewhat neglectedbyothers; to describe the later Oxford years; to defineSherrington's contribution to CNS theory; and to comment at some length on his later philosophical work in Man on his Nature.
Eccles describes the redesigningof the isometric myograph and the consequent disappearance of the 'angle' which was the artefact due to friction at the end of the period of contraction. He quotes Sherrington as saying: 'Aren't I lucky, I found I had not mentioned the word "angle" once', and says that Sherrington had of course believed the authenticity of the 'angle' as had all members of the Oxford School. I doubt ifSherrington believed whole-heartedly in the 'angle'. Perhaps he had a highly developed feeling for marshy and uncertain ground. Fulton was less 'lucky'. His book on Muscular Contraction and the Reflex Control of Movementis largelyconcerned with the 'angle'.
There is a touch of hagiolatry about the description of the Oxford scene and indeed of Sherrington's non-scientificactivities. It is possible to honour and even venerate Sherrington as a physiologist without taking seriously his poetry, which though it has been praised by competent poets, has lines which qualify for the Stuffed Owl: 'The jolly satyr's hoof' indeed! This book is full of interesting information, but , Sherrington's full achievement still lacks a penetrating critique. The text is in four sections: anatomy, embryology, and physiology of the kidney with particular emphasis on practical aspects; methods of investigation and diagnosis of renal diseases, together with an account of their pathophysiology; a description of renal diseases in detail, both common and rare disorders being excellentlyreported; treatment of renal diseases with good sections on haemodialysisand renal transplantation.
This bookis probably the best text on nephrology currently available. It is superbly illustrated and excellentlyproduced. It isnot a book recommended for reading from cover to cover, but will prove invaluable as a source and reference text of all aspects of nephrology. A single criticism is that it wouldhave been preferable to produce the book in two separate volumes similar to the original work of 1968. The present work weighs 3.5 kg and it is predicted that in 11 years' time the binding will not have survived as adequately as the twovolumes of the parent book from the Necker Hospital of approximately similar total weight.
M D'MILNE

Professor ofMedicine Westminster Medical School, London
Renal Prostaglandins, vol 1, 1977 J B Lee (ed) pp 238 £15.25
Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1979
This book is an historical review of the subject up to 1977and is complementary to other volumes in a series from the same publisher on the prostaglandins. The indexing consists of key words from the different chapters together with full titles of the references from each chapter which makes quick reference a little difficult. In a field which is expanding as quickly as this one, almost any publication is bound to be out of date but it is very useful to have the historical elements emphasized, so that even for the non-expert and particularly for those with an interest in the kidney it will prove extremelyuseful.The topicsconsidered range from the discovery of renal prostaglandins, the possible anatomical distribution and a consideration of analytical techniques. The possible intrarenal effectsof prostaglandins, with particular emphasis on renal blood flow, sodium excretion and renin, angiotensin and aldosterone, receive extensive consideration. Most of these chapters are well written and differentiate between fact and speculation of which there is an enormous amount relating to prostaglandins in general. Despite the inevitabilityof newknowledge drivingout the old, I believethis willremain an extremelyusefulbook to a wide variety of readers,and despite the simple format the price is not unreasonable. WSPEART 
Professor ofMedicine St Mary's Hospital, London
TheRegulation of Growth Hormone Secretion,vall P G Chiodini & A Liuzzi pp 204 £14 Edinburgh: Churchill Livingstone 1979 This book is the latest in the Annual Research Reviews series, which already includes publications on ADH, hypothalamicreleasingfactors,the pineal, somatostatin and prolactin. The book consistsof two main sections,the firstdealing with the physiological regulation of growth hormone secretionand the second with the abnormalitiesof secretion control encountered in variousdiseases.
The authors, who are wellknown for their work on the neuroendocrinecontrol of growth hormone secretion, have made a valiant attempt to summarize and reviewthe literature on this subject up to December 1977. I particularly enjoyed reading the section on neurotransmitter regulation of growth hormone secretion, for which there is a veritable minefield of conflicting experimental evidence. The authors have succeeded in picking their way through this delicately. Unfortunately the book contains an irritating number of grammatical errors and incorrect references, and the price must deter all but the mostdedicated or wellheeledof individual purchasers.
This book would be a usefulmeans of access to the literature on this complex subject and should be helpful to those embarking on research in this field.
T Thirty years ago, diabetic pregnancies often had an unhappy outcome,with afetal lossof over 30%. Now one can expect about 95%of these pregnancies to be successful. Physiciansand obstetricians in Aberdeen have played an important role in advancing our knowledge of diabetic pregnancy: this book publishes the texts of papers presented in April 1978 at the 2nd Aberdeen Colloquium, and of its 34 chapters, many from distinguished authorities from all over the world, II have come from Aberdeen workers. The range of subjects is verywideand includesdescriptionsof metabolism, physiology and fetal development as well as practical points of management, together with studies on congenital malformations and on the newborn.
The quality of the chapters is naturally uneven but there arc few without interest. There are very good critical sectionson methods of fetal monitoring and valuable information on long-term follow up of gestational diabetics. Diagnostic criteria for diabetes by glucose tolerance continue to lack uniformity. Few would agree that the best test is an intravenous glucose tolerance. The use of at least three different classifications of diabetic pregnancies suggests that it is time to devise and agree on a new classification.
This book compares more than favourably with the recently published Ciba Foundation symposium (No. 63, new series)and is the more valuable of the two for the bookshelf of the diabetic physician. It is a very good book for specialists rather than forthosewithlittlepreviousknowledge of the subject, containing as it does extensive scientificdocumentation of both theory and practice in this fascinating field.
P JWATKINS
Consultant Physician King'College Hospital, London
Clinical Management of Mother and Newborn G F Marx (ed) pp 270 US $32.50 Berlin: Springer Verlag 1979 There are eighteencontributorsto this book,which is aimed mainly at paediatricians, including the Editor, who is Professor of Anaesthesiology and Director of Obstetric Anaesthesia at the Albert Einstein College of Medicine,YeshivaUniversity, Bronx.Sevenother contributors arc alsoanaesthetists, Five authors arc paediatricians, three obstetricians, one a statistician and one a director of maternitysevices. Nearlyall are professors in their particular branch and six of the Chairs arc at Bronx University. Ten chapters concern acute problems of the newborn, except that of resusci· tation. One on meconiumaspiration is particularly good. Of the three chapters on maternal complications one on post-partum headaches, which arc largelyiatrogenic, is a revelation.
Only one chapter deals with the normal parent/newborn relationship,whichit is the book's stated purpose to promote. This abounds with jargon wordsand terse formulas.such as 'the care giver -newborn dyad' and quotations such as 'the alloplastic [a word of Freud's apparently] mode operates in feed-back transactions between the infant and the care giver'.
Nevertheless, each section isan excellentreview in itself and the book will be valuable to any paediatric team.
OBRMOO MaCCARTHY Formerly Consultant Paediatriclan Stoke Mandeville Hospital, Buckillgltamsllirt
